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My Dear Sir, 


How very rare a thing is true 
friendship among Men? Almost 
every acquaintance of the present 
day receives; but few, very few 
indeed, merit the appellation of 
Friend. It is however, a tribute, 
due to this gerieration, and it will 
give pleasure to the worthy part of 
it to know, that there did lately 
subsist, a strong and disinterested 
friendship, 


( vi 
friendship, for more than forty years, 
I venture to name you, and our de- 
ceased Brother, as a true, acknow- 
ledged and well-known example. 
To such a connection now, for the 
first time, interrupted, I will say 
broken, but not dissolved, what can 
be refused? For my own part, I 
could not reject your warm and re- 
peated request to publish this Ser- 
mon, undertaken and preached at 
the desire of the amiable Family, 
who are most deeply interested in 
the late melancholy event. If, 
through the blessing of God, the 
reading of it shall prove in any 
measure beneficial to them; and if 
your wish, by this method, to per- 


petuate 


( vii ) 
petuate the respectful remembrance 


of our uncommon Friend, be accom- 
plished, I am satisfied, and shall 
think myself sufficiently rewarded, 


That both you and they may be 
long spared, to imitate his virtues; 
and at last be permitted to dwell 
with him in the regions of immor- 
tal friendship, is the sincere wish 
and fervent prayer, of 


W. SMITH, 


Camberwell, March 21, 1793. 
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PSALM xxxix. 9. 
I WAS DUMB, I OPENED NOT MY MOUTH ; E- 


CAUSE THOU DIDST 1T. 


HESE remarkable words were origi» 
nally ſpoken by the afflicted Pfalmiſt. 

The mournful event, which gave riſe to the 
ſolemn meditation of which they are a part, 
is not particularly told us. Commentators 
are apt to ſuppoſe, from the repeated intro- 
duction of the mortality of man, that David 
had lately met with a ſevere trial, in the 
loſs of ſome near and deaFFrelation. Be 
that as it may, the King of Iſrael here ſets 


forth his own ſilent and ſubmiſſive reſigna- 
tion 


Aw 3 
tion to the will of God, as a uſeful pattern 
for us to copy after, under the moſt dark 
and afflictive diſpenſations of Providence. 
* 1 was dumb, ſays he, I opened not my 
mouth ; becauſe Thou didf it.” Briefly, 
as if he had ſaid, Sure I am, that the God 
in whom I believe is the ryler of all things 
iam convinced that no calamity or af- 
fiction can befal me without his permiſſion 
or decree l perſuade myſelf, therefore, that 
however unexpected, or awfully trying, my 
late diſpenſation hath been, it is neverthe- 
leſs juſt and right, and may finally tend to 
my comfort and happineſs. On this account 
I am filent—I will not open my lips in a way 
of murmuring or repining—lI have nothing 
to object; no preſumptuous queſtion to afk ; 
it is the Lord Almighty who hath done it, 
and all is, and muſt be well. O, my 
friends, what & bleſſed temper of mind is 
this! How happy! could I be a mean of 
9 5 . forwarding 


(3) 


he ſuch a diſpoſition in myſelf and 
Good reaſon would you then have for 
ever to record the occaſion of my preach- 


ing from theſe words ; and they would in- 
deed prove as a © favonr of life unto life” 


to our ſouls. To this end I ſhall, in far- 
ther diſcourſing from them, in the 


Firſt place, ſay a few things with reſpect 
to the great Diſpenſer or Controller of all 
Afflictions. 


Secondly, Illuſtrate the profeſſed diſpoſi· 
tion of David, and what ought to be ours 
under ſimilar troubles, and then, 


Thirdly and laſtly, ſhew at ſome length, 
how the conſideration mentioned in the 
firſt head, ſhould lead to the temper of 
mind recommended under the ſecond ; 


or, in other words, how God's being the 
B 2 Author 


17 


Author of troubles, ought to make us ſilent, 


ſubmiſſive, and reſigned under them. 


I return to the firſt thing propoſed, 
namely, to ſpeak a word or two with re- 
gard to the Sovereign Diſpenſer of all Af- 
flictions. Thou-didft it. 


Who was this, but David's God? Even 
that Almighty Being, in whom he alone 
lived and moved; yea, the God of his 
fathers, who had graciouſly made both 
with them and him an everlaſting coye- 
nant. Nothing, indeed, in this world hap- 

ens by chance, or through a blind, un- 
diſcerning fatality. Reaſon and Scripture 
aſſure ys, that he who made the world, go- 
verns it, and regulateth every the minuteſt 
event which cometh to paſs. Not only is 
God the Author of ** fruitful ſeaſons, and 
* doth conſtantly fill our hearts with 

EY el 


E 
i food and gladiieſs, “ but, by way of puntſh- , 
ment of ſin, and alſo for his own wiſe ends, 
he maketh poor, and he maketh rich, he 
„ woundeth, and he healeth; he bringeth 
6e down to the grave, and he bringeth up.“ 
So juſt the obſervation of the prophet Da- 
niel, That the Moſt High ruleth in the 
kingdom among men.“ So truly doth ano- 
ther ſervant of the Lord declare, From 
him cometh down every good and perfect 
« oft ;” neither is there evil in the city, 
and the Lord hath not done it.“ And, in 
one word, ſo nobly, as well as pathetically, 
did the patient ſuffering Job break forth to 
his uncharitable, deriding friends, I have 
% underſtanding as well as you, and who 
„ knoweth not that in all theſe the hand 
„ of the Lord hath done this.” 


Having briefly ſpoken of the Author f 
troubles, I proceed, | 
| B 3 Secondly, 
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Secondly, To illuſtrate the profeſſed 
diſpoſition of David; and what ought to 
be ours under fimilar trials. I was dumb 
ſays he, I opened not my mouth, The 
words are plain and ſimple, but ſtriking and 
_ expreſſive. The latter phraſe riſeth, as it 
were, above the former, in a kind of beau- 
tiful climax, Not only, as if the Pſalmiſt 
had ſaid, was I not actually found ſpeaking 
againſt God, for taking away my comforts ; 
but I did not even allow myſelf to open my 
lips for this purpoſe. I ſet a ſtrict, con- 
ſtant, and holy watch over them, and upon 
the impulſive mover, mine heart ; leſt, ins 
the courſe of my affliction, a ſingle word of 
unwarrantable repining, or ungodly diſ- 
truſtful rebellion, ſhould eſcape. Such was 
David's humble and fubmiſhve behaviour, 
under the bereaving diſpenſation to which 
he here alludes ; and by reaſon of the He- 
brew word for opened being in the future 
tenſe, 


7 
tenſe, we are warranted toaffirm, that ſuchy | 
he refolved, ſhould be his behaviour, under 
every loſs or croſs he might meet with 
| hereafter. I hope none, however, will itna+ 
gine, from what I have now faid, that 1 
would diſcountenance all manner of ſor- 
row, and encourage, in the ſmalleſt degree, 
a ſtoical apathy, or inſenſibility of heart. 
Human nature, my friends, muſt and will 
be human nature, as long as we are detain- 
ed in this imperfect world. The warm 
heart will feel the affectionate boſom will 
figh—and the fond moiſtened eyes diſtil 
their tributary tears. 


But I argue not merely from the weak - 
neſs and infirmity of our preſent conſtitu- 
tions. The ſucceſſive, the uncondemned 
practice of great and good men, in all ages, 
apologize for, and in a manner authorize the 

B 4 cuſtom 
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cuſtom of grieving properly under bereay- 


ing diſpenſations. Abraham, you know, 
mourned deeply for his beloved Sarah: Jo- 
ſeph, when his father died, fell upon his 
face, and kiſſed him. King David, and 
all the people, we are told, rent their 
cloaths, and lamented for the untimely 
death of worthy, innocent Abner. And 
the two beloved and loving ſiſters of the 
young, the hopeful, the promiſing Laza- 
rus, were wont to go to his grave, and 
there weep and bewail their loſs. But why 
ſhould I confine your thoughts to the prac- 
tice and example of mere fallible creatures? 
Jeſus wept, John 11. 35. Even he who hath 
ſet us an example in all things, that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps, amazing to relate ! 
© when he faw Mary weeping, and the Jews 
„ alſo weeping that came with her, he 
„ himſelf groaned in the ſpirit, and was 

„ troubled,” 
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« troubled.” Fenn we may inf 


moſt juſtly, That it is not weeping, or 
mourning ſimply, for the loſs of friends, 
that we dare condemn as unwarrantable 


and unlawful, but only the manner, the 


meaſure, and the duration thereof. 


To dwell upon each of theſe for a mo- 
ment, will be the means of aſcertaining what 
ought to be our particular temper and car- 
riage under ſimilar trials. In the firſt place, 
As to the manner of our weeping, let us be 
peculiarly careful that it be conſiſtent with 
humility and duty. We err moſt certainly 
when in the midſt, or even height, of our 
diſtreſs, we feel a riſing in our hearts againſt 
God, and encourage or perſiſt in the thought 
that it might have been better for us, and 


the world in general, had fuch a diſpenſa- 
tion not taken place. What is this, but 
raſhly and arrogantly to ſuppoſe, either that 

the 


"©: wv 


the Judge of all the earth is cruel; or that 


we, ſhort-fighted mortals, are wiſer in our 
generation than God ? 


But again, as to the meaſure; or degree, of 
our grief, It is plain, we are not of the 
Pfalmiſt's temper, if we refuſe to liſten to 
the voice of comfort. Good old Jacob was 
undoubtedly wrong, when he turned away 
from his ſympathizing friends, and faid, 
« ] vill go down into the grave unto 
« my ſon mourning.” Exceflive grief im- 
pairs the conſtitution, and ſometimes de- 
ſtroyeth it altogether. To give way to it, 
therefore, is evidently a breach of the ſixth 
commandment, and a taking upon us to 
diſpoſe of that life which God hath given 
ns for other purpoſes. Nay, let me add, 
farther, by allowing our grief to run 
beyond bounds, we, as it were, forego all 
the Chriſtian privileges and proſpects; and 
| fadly 
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ſadly forget that the Apoſtle | Paul hath 
told us, in the 4th chapter of his epiſtle tod, 
the Theſſalonians, not, and never to forrow 


as thoſe who have no hope 


Laſtly, as to the duration of our grief, 
under bereavm g diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence. Not withſtanding we are allowed to 
weep, yea, in ſome caſes to weep more than 
others, yet, after all, the days of our mourn- 
ing muſt be limited. The particular tex- 
ture o our animal frame happily helpeth 


us here. Were the impreſſions of ſorrow, 


upon our hearts at times, to remain 
always, as ſtrong as at the beginning, we 
© ſhould be unfitted for diſcharging the du- 
ties of life. Hence that good cuſtom 
amongſt the ancient Jews, and- primitive 
Chriſtians, of ſetting apart a- portion of 
time to mourn for their relations; and 
when this was expired, to ſtrive to think 


of 
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of them no more: I mean, no longer to 


think of them, ſo as to hinder their chear- 
ful attendance upon God's ſervice, or due 


reſpect and obligation towatd their fellow /- 


Creatures. 


From all this you will ſee, my bre- 
thren, that we have not only to take 
care that our ſorrow be of a right ſort, but 
likewiſe that it be neither exceſſive in de- 


grec, nor continued beyond a reaſonable 


limited time. And thus have I, under this 


head, both explained to you the temper of 
the Pſalmiſt, when he ſaid, I was dumb, 
J opened not my mouth ; and alſo, by way 
of digreſſion, pointed out how far we may 
be allowed to come ſhort of his abſolute 
reſignation, when bewailing the loſs of 


near and dear relations. 


I come 


{3989 

I come now, as Was propoſed under the 
third and laſt general head, to ſhew, at ſome 
length, how the confideration mentioned in 
the firſt head of my diſcourſe, ſhould lead 
to the temper and diſpoſition recommended 
under the ſecond; or, in other words, how 
God's being the Author of troubles, ought 
to make us ſilent, ſubmiſſive, and reſigned 
under them. 


The firſt argument that I ſhall here 
produce, ariſeth from the property which 
God hath in us. We are not our own 
maſters. Soul and body we belong to 
another, and that other is God. With- 
out our aid did he at firſt create both us 
and our comforts. Little, or nothing, do 
we contribute, eſſentially, either to our own 
or their daily preſervation. When, there- 
fore, God 1s pleaſed to reſume what he 
only lent us for a time, it would be the 

higheſt 


CC a4) 
higheſt injuſtice to murmur or complain, 
Again, | 


Secondly, Another conſideration to lead us 
to the temper of the Pſalmiſt, is the perfec- 
tions of God. Not only is the Almighty 
Jehovah the Author, Preſerver, and Diſ- 
poſer of all things, but he is, in his own in- 
trinſic nature, perfectly wiſe, and juſt, and 
good. Whatſoever comes to paſs, there- 
fore, being in conſequence of his permiſ- 
fion and decree, ſhall and muſt, upon the 
whole, be right. To will and with, then, 
that this or the other event in Providence 
had not fallen out as it did, and to grudge 
and repine too much thereat—what is it, 
my friends ? what is it, but to ſuppoſe the 
Governor of the world capable of acting 
partially? what is it, in effect, but crying 
out with the ſtiff-necked. Iſraelites of old, 


The way of the Lord is not equal?“ Far 


from 


8 
from our minds be the blaſphemous idea. Our 
ways indeed are unequal, but God's ways 
and works are always equal. To repiners - 
of this ſort, the Lord himſelf ſpeaks, Pſalm 
xlvi. 10. Be ſtill, and know that I am God, 
But, | 


Thirdly, The conſideration of God's 
being the Author of Afflictions, ought to 
beget in us ſilence and ſubmiſſion, ſeeing 
that, as Chriſtians, we have given ourſelves | 
up to him; and he hath bought us with 
the precious blood of his dear Son. It is 
the conſtant profeſſion of every Believer, 
and I would fain hope it is our daily and 
fincere reſolution, through grace, to take 
up our croſs and follow Chriſt. What 
was his diſpoſition here? Not my will, 
* but thine, O Heavenly Father, be done!” 
It is expreſsly propheſied of God's children, 
That they ſhall be made a willing 
1 Pepple 


* 
„people in the day of his power;“ i. e. they 


ſhall not only be made willing to renounce 
all other Saviours, and to accept him for 
their Prophet to inſtruct, and their High 
Prieſt to atone; but be made willing 
to receive him as their King and Gover- 
nor, to rule them and all their concerns. 
Lord, what wouldſt thou have me to 
te do?” is, or ought to be, the cry of every 
converted ſoul ; and, Behold! here I am, 
let him do to me what ſeemeth good 
** unto him,” is, or ought to be, the ſub- 
miſſive language of every Saint. Reſigna- 
tion, ſaith a Preacher of the laſt age, is as 
eſſential a part of the new nature, as rebel- 
lion is of the old; and there fore it is, 
and muſt be, the duty of every Believer 
in Jeſus. But the argument here will ac- 
quire additional ftrength, by attending to 
the latter part of this conſideration, viz. 
+ That we are bought with a price, even 
T with 


8 Bs 
b« with tlie precious blood of the ſon of God ;* 
and therefore, ſays the Apoſtle; 1. Cor. vi. 
20. We ought to olorify him in our box 
« dies and in our ſpirits, which ate God 850 
But how ſhall we perform this better, how 
can we glorify God in our bodies and in our 


ſpirits more, than by giving up theſe, and 


all that concerns them, to be directed and 
diſpoſed of according to his ſovereign pleas 
fure? fr 


© 


Once more, upon this head. Give me 
leave to obſerve, that God's being the ſove- 
reign controller of all diſpenſations, ought 
to render us ſilent and ſubmiſſive: ſeeing, 
that as long as we continue to truſt in him, 
as our covenant God, we muſt, at the ſame 
time, believe, that all theſe, whatſoever 
they are, ſhall finally work together for our 
good. My friends, is this the truth? is it 
the truth of God that I am ſpeaking ? Are 
you Chriſtians indeed? Have you given up 
all other Saviours? Do you acquieſce in Je- 
8 | fus 
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ſus alone for light, and life, and falvation ? 
The promiſe, the glorious privilege, be- 
longs to you. What hinders you from ap- 
plying it? Applying it, how can you fret 
and repine? repine becauſe God withholds 
this or that deſired good; or hath ſeen 
meet to deprive you of this or the other 
dear earthly comfort? Conſider the pro- 
miſe, my brethren, and conſider your pre- 
ſent conduct. Doth every event work 
together for your good? Do you anxiouſly 
wiſh that ſome of theſe diſpenſations had 
never taken place? The leaſt that can be 
ſaid is, That you are replying againſt your 
God and Saviour ; and that you are doing 
all you can to prevent him from fraining 
you up in his own way, for truſting and 
obeying him here, and for glorifying and 
enjoying him hereafter, But to apply the 
doctrine to particular events. 


Hath it pleaſed God, O Believer, to take 
from you the riches or outward proſperity 
| you 
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you once enjoyed? "Tis more than proba- 
ble they were a ſnare, and might have 
been a curſe to you. Hath he by death | 
deprived you of a favourite ſon, or daugh- 
ter, in whoſe filial affection you anticipated 
the ſweeteſt happineſs? Perhaps they are 
only taken away from the evil to come. 
In a word, hath the Lord, in the courſe of 
his myſt erious Providence, thought proper 
to bereave you of a friend; a relation, your 
neareſt and deareſt partner in life? It is poſ- 
ſible, my brethren if you reflect with at- 
tention; you may find that he were ſteal- 
ing your affections too much from God, 
who alone 1s worthy of them, and wk" 
ought to be the chief obje& of your 
faith, your hope, and your love, Thus 
reaſoning, upon every occaſion, you wall 
improve thereby. You will ſee the mer- 
eiful hand of God, in all your troubles, 
working for your good; and from this 
promiſe, as well as from the other conſide - 
rations already mentioned, be enabled with 
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David to ſay—“ I was dumb, T opened 
not my mouth, becauſe thou didſt it.“ 


Thus have IJ, in ſome meaſure, accom- 
pliſhed what J propoſed, in diſcourſing 
from this text in general. Permit me now 
to call forth your attention to the more 
immediate and particular occaſion of my 
preaching from theſe words. 


It is the death of Mr. William Aiton, a 
member of this church, and his Majeſty's 
principal gardener at Kew, Were I diſ- 
poſed to ſpeak much and long in praiſe of 
the dead; no character, perhaps, would 
afford me larger ſcope. than that of our de- 
parted friend, With every deſirable qua- 
lification of body, he poſſeſſed the moſt 
gentle aud amiable diſpoſition of ſoul. 


The Gentleman andthe Chriſtian, ſohaps 
pily blended 10 a' {ſweet conſtitution, en- 
gaged the good will of all—endeared him 


more 
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more eſpecially to his ,acquaintanees and 
friends—and to his relations and family bas 
rendered his loſs in this world irreparable, 
Mr. Aiton was a native of Hamilton, in 
Scotland. He was born in the year 1731, 
and came to this country in the ſummer 
of 1754- With aſtoniſhment, I have heard 
him relate his early induſtry, and unabat - 


ing application to buſineſs, 


By theſe means, and the bleſſing of 
heaven accompanying them, his abilities and 
uſefulneſs were ſoon perceived, acknow- 
ledged, and rewarded. In the year 1759, 
he was pointed out to the Princeſs Dow- 
ager of Wales, and his preſent Majeſty, as 
a man the beſt qualified, and moſt proper to 
arrange and form a botanical garden at Kew. 
Under their ſucceſſive protection and en- 
couragement, he ſtudied and laboured for 
theſe laſt thirty- four years; collecting 
from every corner of this country, and 
proguring from the remoteſt climes the 
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maſt rare and valuable productions af 
the vegetable creation. How far he has 
ſucceeded in this arduous, this uſeful, and 
laudable purſuit, the preſent ſtate of that 
place, the accurate and elegant deſcription, 
lately publiſhed of it by himſelf, with the 
unanimous approbation and praiſe of all 
proficients in the ſcience of botany, are, 
and I truſt ſhall continue for ages to be, the 
moſt undeniable and ample teſtimonies. 


Mr. Aiton's character as a man, conſider: 
ing our preſent fallen ſtate, was honour- 
able for human nature. Without contro- 
verſy, it could be ſaid of him, what it were 
to be wiſhed could be faid of more, That 
his rifing in the world went hand in-hand 
with the good will and comfortable ſubſiſt+ 
ence of all around him. To the meaneſt 
labourer under him, he behayed with . 
"To and * 


. 5 
To him the poor man, who could, and 
would work, ſeldom or never ſued for bread 
in vain. Multitudes in the ſame line f 
buſineſs, by his patronage and recommend- 


ation, are now comfortably ſettled in the 
world, with their families In a word, as 
he had for a conſiderable part of his life 
been placed in the higheſt ſphere of his 
profeſſion, ſo he attracted the notice, and 
acquired the approbation of many, from the 
loweſt to the very higheſt rank: for I am 
permitted to ſay, That he has often enjoyed 
very particular marks of the bounty and 
favour of our moſt amiable Sovereign. Al- 
low me to add farther, that not only was our, 
friend univerſally known and eſteemed in 
his own country; but his name and fame 
have extended to diſtant kingdoms, and 
to every quarter of the globe. I my- 
ſelf have found them paſſports in various 
places abroad; and through his recon 
mendation alone been introduced to meu 
of genius and ſcience even in foreign courts. 
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But, from his general character as a man, 
let me proceed to his principles com con- 
duct as a Chriſtian, ui 


Theſe alone are of any avail to him now. 
The approbation and the applauſe of men 
vaniſh as ſoon as the curtain of time drops: 
and to have ſtudied and known the whole 
arcana of nature will not ſuffice—It is 
ignorance in the fight of Heaven—yn- 
leſs accompanied by the ſaving knows« 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſi and him crucified, 


Mr. Aiton was a conſtant and firm be- 
Lever in Chriſtianity. From his earlieſt 
infancy he had been trained up by pious and 
conſcientious parents, in the doctrines, and 
form of worſhip, maintained by the eſtab- 
liſhed Church in Scotland, Of courſe, 
when he came into this part of the united 
kingdoms, and found that our forefathers, at 

the union, regardleſs of any thing but eivil 
advantages, had taken no care reſpecting 


2 the 


Cs) © 
the ſpiritual privilegesof their children here, 
he was under a neceſſity of joining himſelf 
to a congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


With them he found a purity and ſim- 
plicity of worſhip ſimilar to. his own. At 
the ſame time, I muſt obſerve, that he was 
moſt liberal in his ſentiments and conduct, | 
with regard to the eſtabliſhed Church of | 
this country. At times I have heard him 
thus expreſs himſelf, We have each but 
sone faith and one hope we differ only in 
e little uneſſential modes and ceremonies— 
good men undoubtedly there are in both 
+ ſets, and ere long we muſt worſhip toge- 
ether in the ſame place s it not to be do- 
s fired then that we ſhould ſometimes aſ- 
e ſemble together here below?” —You will 
not wonder thatſuch a man, when he could 
not conveniently get to adiſſenting Meeting 
houſe, ſhould moſt cordially join in the 
prayers and ſervice of the Church of Bng- 

| land, 
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land. But in his declining months and dy» 
ing days, I perſuade myſelf, that theſe lef- 
ſer diſtinctions were laid afide and forgot - 
ten altogether.—Into the hands of the ge- 
neral Head of the Church he committed his 
living and departing ſpirit. With no com- 
munion upon earth, nor unto the mediation 
of any creature that ever exiſted,dared he to 
truſt ſo precious a depoſit. As an illuſtra- 
tion of this, permit me to relate what hap- 
pened, but a day or two, before his death, 
When ſinking under the weight of the 
diſeaſe, and his very ſoul was, ina manner, 
diſſolving at the thought of parting with 
his wife and children—a tried friend, moſt 
opportunely, reminded him that his God 
in covenant was all-ſufficient ; ** There ! 
there!“ exclaimed he my dear friend! 
In this God it all my truſt.“ And where 
could he better placeit The oracles of 
truth, which cannot lie, hath faid, in divers 
places, “ Blefled is the man that maketh 
« the 
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T "Sa Lord his truſt 44 Bleſſed are al | 
e they that wait for d A2 
This bleſſedneſs, I walk, is the — ms 
ing portion of our dear friend, and there» 
fore, I would now recommend his dying 
example unto all, Were his higheſt Pa- 
trons here, I would ſay, 'Truft in God in 
every emergency; and you and all yours 
ſhall be ſafe, Were his philoſophical and 
nature: exploring friends preſent, I could do 
nothing better than to remind them, that 
the true ſeeret of human happineſs, is to 
riſe from the contemplation of God's works 
tothe knowledge and friendſhipof God him- 
ſelf, —Unto all, in general, who have had 
the happineſs of our departed brother's ac» 
quaintance, or friendſhip, let me here add 
| Examine yourſelves—confider whether his 7 
God and Saviour be youts—and recollet- | 
ing, from time to time, his moral and reli- 
gious qualities, endeavour, through grace, 
to 
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to follow him ſo far, as he was a follower of 
Jeſus Chriſt.Muſt I ſubjoin a word to the 
ſurviving relatives But what can I ſay? I 
would impreſs your mind upon the occa- 
ſion; but I would not agitate or depreſs the 
ſpirit too much. Vou have loſt a moſt 
loving and affectionate huſband, and the 
very beſt of fathers. Loſt, did I fay? ' I 
retract the word—as I diſlike the expreſ- 
fions you ſee every day in the. periodical 
papers, of ſuch a one having put an end to 
| his exiſtence, or of ſuch a friend being now 


#0 more. 


Your huſband and your father is not 
loſt. He has only exchanged this life for 
another, and a better, He is gone a little 
before to render your departure from a 
preſent world leſs reluctant, and your ad- 


miſſion into another more joyful. 
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It was the will and determinatiom of” ©. 


God, (as you have heard to day) that he 
ſhould be taken away at this period, rather 
than at any other, Keep alive this confi 
deration upon your minds, and it will not 
only produce a filent ſubmiſſion, but per- 
ſuade you ultimately that it was the fitteſt 
and beſt. How many other motives doth - | 
our religion afford to reconcile you to this 
diſpenſation of Providence? Think of the 
precious legacy that is left you in the ord 


and promiſe of God, as recorded by his ſer- 


vant Jeremiah, chap. xlix. 11. . Leave ix 
fatherleſs children, I will preſervæ tb m 
alive; and let thy widows truſt in nme... 


Yes, my young friends your earthly pai | 


rent is indeed gone, but your Heavenly _ 
Father lives for ever. He will now, more 


eſpecially, take you under his divine pro- 
tection; and nothing but an unbelieving 
heart, nothing but an irreligious life ſhall 
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be able to ſeparate you from his paternal 
love.—Acknowledge then the God of your 
father, and he ſhall ever direct you truſt 
in him as your God and Father alſo; and 
you ſhall never be diſappointed, Again, 


Dis: aifeelionately * compaſſionately 
doth the Almighty ever ſpeak, with reſpe& 


| to: the ſtate of awidow 1' He ſtiles himſelf 


in geripture her Helper—ber Father—and 
ber Judge, in his holy habitation : and par- 


| ticularly to fuch as are under adverſity and 
ly to him, he bath given this comforting 
- aſſurance; That he will never leave them nor 
 forſtke them Sweet promiſes to the ſur- 


viving partner of our worthy friend. In. 


the knowledge and belief of them, I per- 
ſuade myſelf ſhe will not ſorrow, as thoſe 


who Have no hope. On the contrary, that 


ſhe will treaſure them up in her memory, 


and bring them forth to her uſe and com- 
fort in every time of need. Above all, re- 


membering 


membering daily, that as Jeſus himſelf died | 2 


and roſe again from the dead, ſo all that : + 
ſleep in him will God take care of in ther 


graves; and raiſe again to life and glory 
everlaſting. In ſuch an expectation, ſhe 
will look back without repining, and 
forward with the utmoſt ſatisfaction and 
joy. Yes, my friends, for this is the grand - 


and excluſive privilege of religious connec- 2 


tions. The death of the wicked is hearts 
finking and gloomy ; but in the ſeparation 
of the righteous, there darts forth a ray of 
the ſweeteſt hope. For what can be more 
ſweet than to part in the aſſured expecta- 
tion of ſoon meeting again — meeting in 
vonder happy world, where relatives and 
friends ſhall meet in glory to part no more? 
Let us!, therefore, from this time, more 
and more indulge the ſoul-elevating pro- 
ſpect. It will have a powerful tendency 
to looſen our immoderate attachment to 
ſublunary things. In the moſt dark, and 
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| «dai, ak heavy hours, it will e 
enliven, and chear our hearts.” Under 
every diſtreſs it will comfort, and through 
every difficulty it will carry us, until the 
dawn of that laſt morn, and God's everlaſt- | 

ing day, appear; when, methinks; I be- 
hold many a patent and child, many a ſiſ- 
ter and brother, many a huſband and wife, 

; many a paſtor and his flock, unite together 
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again, and go forward, ina glorious allem- 
bly. to the beatific preſence ; where free 
from pain, languor, and ſorrow, full of 
eaſe, life and joy, they ſhall ſing the praiſes 
of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt n gh Se 


endleſs ages of eternity. 


; May this be the happy portion of us alt: 
and to God, our God in Chriſt Jeſus, be all 
Ie glory and the baer for ever and ever. 


Amen. 6. 
©} $712 | 45 
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